
03/24/05 

1 of 2 

Gerard Hoffnung (1925-1959) 
 
Last Edited: 24-Mar-2005 A Global British Comedy Collaborative document. 
Edited by John Lucas 
 
Dates and other information derived from “The Official Gerard Hoffnung Web Site” http://www.musicweb.uk.net/hoffnung 
Recording 

Date 
Broadcast 

Date 
Program Provenance Recording 

Location 
S 

 Dec-1953 “My Life” 
Broadcast on Woman’s Hour, BBC 

See Hoffnung, a Last Encore  
(LP. Now BBC cassette 
ZBBC 1062)  
Side 4, track 1 

7:51 
Digital: 
Hoffnung01 

 

 Nov-1954 “Talking About Music” 
Broadcast on Music Club, BBC 

See Hoffnung, a Last Encore  
(LP. Now BBC cassette 
ZBBC 1062)  
Side 4, track 3 

13:27 (some 
radio 
interference) 
Digital: 
Hoffnung01 

 

 Dec-1955 “The Film Fan” 
Broadcast on Talking about Films, BBC 

See Hoffnung, a Last Encore  
(LP. Now BBC cassette 
ZBBC 1062) 
Side 4, track 2 

3:09 
Digital: 
Hoffnung01 

 

 c. 1956 Gerard Hoffnung, interviewed by Charles Richardson 
A series of short “interviews”/vignettes, broadcast on the BBC. 

See Hoffnung, a Last Encore  
(LP. Now BBC cassette 
ZBBC 1062) 
Sides 1 and 2 

1: 23:00 
2: 26:22 
Digital: 
Hoffnung01 

 

13-Nov-1956  The Hoffnung Music Festival Concert 
1. Speech by Mr. T.E. Bean, General Manager of the Royal Festival 

Hall     0:45 
2. Fanfare by Francis Baines 

Trumpeters of the Royal Military School of Music 
conducted by Francis Baines   1:07 

3. A Grand Grand Overture by Malcolm Arnold 
Hoffnung (alias Morley College) Symphony Orchestra  
conducted by Malcolm Arnold   7:54 

4. 3rd Movement from Concerto for Hosepipe and Strings by Leopold 
Mozart 
Dennis Brain, hosepipe, Hoffnung Symphony Orchestra 
conducted by Norman Del Mar  1:38 

5. Concerto popolare (A piano concerto to end all piano concertos) by Franz 
Reizenstein 
Yvonne Arnaud, piano, Hoffnung Symphony Orchestra 
conducted by Norman Del Mar  11:19 

6. Andante from Symphony No.94 in G (Surprise) by Franz Josef 
Haydn, arranged by Donald Swann 
Members of the BBC Music Division, soloists 
Hoffnung Symphony Orchestra 
conducted by Lawrence Leonard  6:16 

7. Speech by Gerard Hoffnung 
Mazurka No.47 in A minor, Op.68 No.2 by Frederic Chopin, 
arranged by Daniel Abrams 
Tuba Quartet    5:45 

8. Lochinvar for Speakers and Percussion, to words by Sir Walter 
Scott, composed by Humphrey Searle 
Speakers: Yvonne Arnaud and Gerard Hoffnung 
conducted by Lawrence Leonard  6:10 

9. Variations on Annie Laurie by Gordon Jacob 
Theme (Alerto, ma non troppo) 
Variation 1 (Poco inglesemente) 
Variation 2 (Molto zingaresemente) 
Variation 3 (Alla gigolo) 
Variation 5 [sic] (Finale: Assai)1  5:37 

See Hoffnung Music Festivals  
(LP. Now 2 EMI CDs 
CMS7 63302 2) 
Sides 1 and 2 

Digital: 
Hoffnung01 

 

Dec-1958  The Oxford Union Speech, “Life Begins at 38” 
Recorded by the BBC 
Including “The Bricklayer” and “Letters from Tyrolean Landlords” 

See Hoffnung, a Last Encore  
(LP. Now BBC cassette 
ZBBC 1062) Side 3 

24:48 
Digital: 
Hoffnung01 
-- 
25:16 
C-PWR-011 

 

                                                           
1 About 45 seconds are missing from the end due to tape overrun on my tape copy. 

http://home.comcast.net/~john.lucas/misc/
http://www.musicweb.uk.net/hoffnung
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Recording 
Date 

Broadcast 
Date 

Program Provenance Recording 
Location 

S 

28-Nov-1961  The Hoffnung Astronautical Musical Festival, Royal Festival Hall 
1. Rigamorole: Introductory music played in the foyer by Francis 

Baines 
Brass and Percussion of the Royal Military School of Music 
Festival Anthem by Francis Baines 
Trumpeters of the Royal Military School of Music 
Hoffnung Festival Choral Society, Hoffnung Symphony 
Orchestra, Conducted by Francis Baines  2:47 

2. Overture: Leonora No.4 by Ludwig van Beethoven 
Trumpeters of the Royal Military School of Music 
The Happy Wanderers 
Lionel Salter, organ 
Hoffnung Symphony Orchestra 
Conducted by Norman Del Mar  9:18 

3. Duet from the comic opera The Barber of Darmstadt by Bruno 
Heinz Jaja 
Herr Knochen: Owen Brannigan (bass) 
Der Redpartner: John Amis (tenor) 
Hoffnung Festival Choral Society, Hoffnung Symphony 
Orchestra, Conducted by Humphrey Searle 2:52 

4. Ballad of County Down, mostly in D major by Francis Chagrin 
Forbes Robinson (speaker) 
Hoffnung Symphony Orchestra 
Conducted by Francis Chagrin  4:42 

5. Excerpt from Belshazzar’s Feast by Sir Malcolm Arnold 
Introduction by Mr. T.E. Bean CBE 
Owen Brannigan (bass) 
Hoffnung Festival Choral Society, Hoffnung Symphony 
Orchestra, Conducted by Sir Malcolm Arnold 2:01 

6. Horrortorio by Joseph Horovitz; words by Alistair Sampson from 
a scenario by Maurice Richardson 
Owen Brannigan (bass), John Amis (tenor) 
Hoffnung Festival Choral Society, Hoffnung Symphony 
Orchestra, Conducted by Joseph Horovitz 15:13 

7. Mobile for Seven Orchestras by Lawrence Leonard 
Trumpeters of the Royal Military School of Music 
Lionel Salter, organ 
Hoffnung Festival Choral Society, Hoffnung Symphony 
Orchestra, Conducted by Lawrence Leonard and others  
     3:58 

See Hoffnung Music Festivals  
(LP. Now 2 EMI CDs 
CMS7 63302 2) 
Sides 3 and 4 

Digital: 
Hoffnung01 

 

 c. 1997 Gerard Hoffnung 
Reminiscences by Annetta Hoffnung, Donald Swann, Ian Hislop, 
Johnny Dankworth, Ian Messiter, Esther Rantzen,  
Narrated by Harry Enfield 
Written by Judith Liddle King 

59:05, 83096, S 
 

M-CB-014 G
a

 03-Sep-2002 All the Right Notes Not Necessarily in the Right Order (The 
Hoffnung Music Festivals) 
Guests: Annetta Hoffnung, Sam Wanamaker 
Host: Renard Hirsch 
Producer: Julian Mayers 

28:00, S  G 

 


