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Solo Performances 

Date Episode 
Number 

Title Cast Lucas (editor) Location S 

  Day I Forgot My Legs, The (1:39, 2332)  M-AP-013  G
  Letter, The (8:51, 6235)  M-AP-013  G
       

 
Saturday Night Fry1 
 
One series of six 30-minute sketch shows (not to be confused with a discussion programme also hosted by Fry, which briefly ran under the 
same name ten years later). It is perhaps the only Radio 4 comedy show from which all four regular performers went on to star in 
mainstream movies, two of them winning Oscars. This is very much a vehicle for young people on the way up, but it's easy to forget that 
their early days were not always smooth. After Footlights and Edinburgh Festival glory, their TV sketch-show Alfresco was depressingly 
lame and fell flat; Emma Thompson's one-woman variety show was not well received; they took stand-up slots on late night Channel 4, 
when Channel 4 was barely established; they were occasional guests in the brief improv boom. Fry was becoming a familiar voice on Radio 
4, having substituted for Graeme Garden during part of the Summer 1986 run of I'm Sorry I Haven't A Clue, for instance, and delivered 
monologues on Ned Sherrin's variety chat show Loose Ends. Barry Cryer and Ned Sherrin return the favour by guesting in shows 1 and 5 
respectively. The other distinguished guest is Phyllida Law, Emma Thompson's mother. 
 
Where much of the team's early work can safely be left in obscurity, this deserves better. It's the quality of writing which shines, 
overflowing with more ideas than there is time to develop, and clearly paving the way for A Bit of Fry and Laurie, the show which 
transferred it almost directly to television. All the cast are good, but Broadbent's lines are delivered with genius, as in the fashion world 
parody in which outrageous vocal accents substitute for unwearable catwalk-only clothes: “I am wearing today a two-piece dialect, 
comprising Hungarian lilt with matching Welsh twang.” Fry's style of writing is unmistakeable, and the now largely complete process of 
turning himself into G. K. Chesterton was already under way. Linguistic jokes abound (this is the first outing of Fry's invented Central 
European language “Strom,” for instance), his favourite literary authors are lovingly parodied, and some of the casual asides are anything 
but casual, with the same autobiographical echoes which can be heard throughout Fry's early work. “He received a traditional English 
public-school education, from which he never fully recovered.” 
 
Cast:  

                                                           
1 This document compiled by Graham Nelson and John Lucas. 

SF = Stephen Fry 
HL = Hugh Laurie 
JB = Jim Broadbent 

ET = Emma Thompson 
BC = Barry Cryer 
RB = Robert Bathurst 

JH = Julia Hills 
PL = Phyllida Law 
NS = Ned Sherrin 

AS = Alison Stedman 

 
Writers: SF = Stephen Fry; IB = Ian Brown; JH = James Hendry 
Producer: DP = Dan Patterson 
 

Date Episode 
Number 

Title Cast Lucas (editor) Location S 

30-Apr-1988 S01e01 And, as the Thunder and Lightning Polka fades away – Theme - 
BBC radio rehearsal rooms – A bishop? What's that, exactly? – Spot 
the funny noise – Parody of E. M. Forster (“Devices and Desires”) – 
Film critics – Floric 19, a remarkable genetic plasma - From our own 
correspondent – Shipping forecast - Floric 19 continued – Stephen 
will do his level best to comply with your wishes – David Bowie – 
Floric 19 conclusion – Credits – Theme 

SF, HL, ET, BC 
SF, IB, JH 

DP 

29:17, S 
good 

M-GN-000 G
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07-May-1988 S01e02 And, as Liszt's Concert Paraphrase of Verdi's Quartet from Act III 
of Rigoletto fades away – Theme – Authors promoting books – 
Dialect costuming – Stephen will do his level best to comply with 
your wishes – Royal Academy and fixing washing machines – Parody 
of Stephen Fry – Dialysis – Day behind the scenes at Blue Peter – 
BBC bias – Parody of Daphne du Maurier (“The Rooks of 
Coletrabyn”) – Narrated end of spy thriller – Unusual name 
competition [a sketch later adapted for TV by “A Bit of Fry and 
Laurie”] – Authors promoting books again – Credits – Theme – 
Auditions for continuity announcers 

SF, JB, ET, RB 
SF, JH, IB 

DP 

28:32, S 
good 

M-GN-000 G

14-May-1988 S01e03 And, as the strains of the last movement of Tchaikovsky's Symphony 
no. 4 fade away – Theme – What the team have done this week – 
Report on modern cutlery – Last week's competition – Rearranging 
the script – After A Fashion – Steven will do his level best to comply 
with your wishes in so far as he is realistically able – Parody of 
actor's biographies (“The Old Masters”) – Mandogrilliam Bercedes 
Strom (It's easy to talk Strom!) – Argue The Toss – Exclusively good 
news on PM – Credits in silly voices – Theme 

SF, HL, JB, JH 
SF, JH, IB 

DP 

28:52, S 
good 

M-GN-000 G

21-May-1988 S01e04 Introduction as fourth show – Theme – Looking back at programme 
1, all wearing April 1988 clothes – In Rehearsal at the Royal Opera 
House – In The Bath With – Steven will do his level best so to 
contrive events that your desiderata shall and will come to pass – Fat 
Man On A Bicycle – Face The People – Makeup – Parody of Oscar 
Wilde (“A Lady of Consequence”) – Advertising soap powder – A 
brief word from the team – Credits – Theme 

SF, HL, JB, AS 
SF, JH, IB 

DP 

28:47, S 
good 

M-GN-000 G

28-May-1988 S01e05 Good hello to you all – Theme – Trying to forget – Don't Be Dirty – 
Parody of the Afternoon Play (“Bennifer's Turn”) – Welsh 
restaurant – Passive bigotry – Stephen will do his level best to 
comply with your wishes – Swinging city – Kick The Frog – 
Therapist – Kick The Frog continued – Complaints – Amusing 
quotations – Credits – Theme 

SF, HL, JB, ET, PL, NS 
SF, JH, IB 

DP 

29:25, S 
good 

M-GN-000 G

04-Jun-1988 S01e06 Touch it once more and you are dead – Theme – Phyllida's 
premonition – Emma on the line – On Location of a new British 
film – Steven will do his level best to ensure that your wishes, be 
they ever so taxing, outlandish or naughty, shall come to pass – 
Journey to the Underworld – Words – Don't Be Trusting – Parody 
of John le Carré (“The Game”) – Words – Emma on the line again – 
Tragic farewells – Credits – Theme 

SF, HL, JB, ET, PL 
SF, IB, JH 

DP 

30:07, S 
good 

M-GN-000 G

 
Fry and Laurie 
 

Date Episode 
Number 

Title Cast Lucas (editor) Location S 

  Busking (3:46, 2657) Hugh Laurie, 
Stephen Fry 

M-AP-013  G

  Engagement Ring (4:10, 2939) Hugh Laurie, 
Stephen Fry 

M-AP-013  G

  Gordon and Stuart Eat Greek (5:57, 8384) Hugh Laurie, 
Stephen Fry 

M-AP-013  G

  Headmaster, The (Schoolboy Poems) (5:28, 7703) Hugh Laurie, 
Stephen Fry 

M-AP-013  G

  My First Kiss (1:58, 1394) Hugh Laurie, 
Stephen Fry 

M-AP-013  G
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